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$174.95, 1350 pp, 8 color plates, numerous 

What a magnificent book this is! It is a heft}' (nearly 1400 pp. and 8 IhsJ treatment of the plants in 
Nort h America t hat are known to be toxic to humans and domestic animals. I he combined insights 
of the two authors, a veterinary toxicologist and plant svstematist respectively, provide a breadth 
and depth of coverage that make this work a worthy successor to the earlier books of L.H. Lammell 
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The work organized for easy use. I here is a brief introductory chapter, which includes a de- 
lightful dedication to the late Or. J.W. Oollahitc of Texas A&rM i Ini verst ty, who made important con- 
tributions to veterinary toxicology in through the middle 20' 1 century. 1 hen comes the alphabeti- 
cally arranged treatments for 74 families of plants that are known to be poisonous. The treatments 
are divided into genera, and the treatment for each genus includes a consideration of the species. 
Nomenclature conforms to current f loristic usage in North America. There is a general description 
of the plant and a statement of range and habitat that are designed to permit ready identification, 
h.ach toxic plant or group of closely related plants is given a discussion of the disease problems, dis- 
ease genesis, clinical signs, pathology, and treatment fsr control. The page margins are wide, and printed 
there are line drawings and generalized distribution maps lor each plant. Short phrases in boldface 
noting the topics in the text are also given in the margins. Struct ural formulas arc provided for i he 
various toxins that are discussed in the text. A nice touch is the colored photographs of b4 toxic 
plants, presented on 8 colored plates in the center of the volume. 

After the families of known toxic concern, there is a less detailed chapter on 3b other families 
that are ol doubtful or merely suspected toxicity. Then comes a short discussion on plant identifica 
lion, a list of plants by t heir adverse el teas, a list of plant sol concern lor dogs, cats, and other pets, an 
e x t e n s i ve g 1 ossa r y, a n d a n i n d e x . 

bach lamilv treatment has its own list ol references, and the lists are extensive and current, hot* 
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example, the family Euphorbiaceae. which includes numerous t ox it plants, has 194 entries in the list 
of references. These come Irom the veterinary, general toxicological, and botanical literature, and 
most ol the references arc from the past 25 years. Lengthy reference lists are given lor other lamilics 
as well, which make the book a rich bibliographic tool lor researchers. A cursory pass t hrough showed 
all references to be from the English language literature. 

A particularly attractive leature is the simple accessibility ol the contents. A person needing 
informal ton about a toxic plant (such informal ion isol ten needed in a hurryjean locate the informa 
tion easily and rapidly, and that is remarkable tor such a large, encompassing book. 

The book is an expensive reference work and doubtless some users will know ol things that t he 
authors might have included, but had the authors opted lor ported ion. the book would never have 
been completed. Instead of a piddly quibble here and there, we can all be grateful that the work was 
completed and made available to the great community ol consumers ol botanical and toxicological 
informat ion.— Theodore M. Barkley, Botanical Rescan h Inst mite oj lewis , barkley@hrit.or g 
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